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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pike's Peak is a natural mountain formation. The only changes which have 
occurred have been through the efforts of man to exploit the natural resource. 
With the founding of Colorado Springs in 1872 by General William J. Palmer 
and the concentration of over 40,000 inhabitants in the Cripple Creek-Victor 
Mining District, the Peak became the major source of wood used in mining, as 
fuel, for railroad ties and building in general. Because of the indiscriminate 
cutting of trees, the Peak became quite barren. This condition has been greatly 
remedied through the efforts of the United States Forest Service of the 
Department of Agriculture, who during the 1920's and 30's created a massive 
program of reforestation. 

The only other alterations in the condition of the mountain occurred with the 
construction of tourist facilities. These include the access road, first 
built in the early 1900~3s the carriage road and improved in 1915 by Spencer 
Penrose. This 20 mile stretch is presently used for access to the summit. 
The rise in tourist traffic necessitated construction of the modern summit 
house. This impressive modernistic facility (see accompanying photographs) 
appears intrusive to the total atmosphere of the summit. However, because 
of the great number of people who visit the mountain, it is a necessity. 
Likewise, the government has constructed a medical facility on the Peak for 
observation of characteristics of physical duress at high altitudes. Right 
of way was granted the Manitou and Pike's Peak Railway Company for the 
construction of a railroad to the summit in the early 20th century. Like the 
other facilities, the railroad has plans for expansion to accommodate the 
expected increase in tourist traffic. It is important to note that none of 
the above mentioned intrusive elements contribute to the national significance 
of the historic landmark. 
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STATEMENT OF ,SIGNIFICANCE 

Long known t o  Indians and t h e  Spaniards o f  t h e  a rea ,  but  first observed i n  1806 
by an American, Zebulon Montgomery Pike,  P ike ' s  Peak has become one of  t h e  b e s t  
known and most f r equen t ly  v i s i t e d  mountains i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Pike who 
had s e t  out  i n  an explora t ion  of  t h e  southern t i e r  of  t h e  lands acquired i n  
t h e  Louisiana Purchase, f i r s t  saw t h e  peak from a po in t  near  p re sen t  day Pueblo, 
Colorado. Continuing on t o  t h e  peak, Pike attempted t o  climb t h e  mountain's 
s lope  but  found i t  impossible because o f  deep snows. Pike gave up t h e  at tempt 
be l i ev ing  t h a t  t h e  mountain would never  be sca led .  The Peak was sca led  some 
20 years  l a t e r  by D r .  James a member of  t h e  Long expedi t ion .  Since t h a t  t ime 
t h e  Peak has been t h e  ob jec t  o f  numerous a c t i v i t i e s .  

The h i s t o r y  of P ike ' s  Peak might be summed up a s  f i v e  pe r iods .  These per iods  
include:  explora t ion ,  from 1806 through 1880; e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  dur ing  t h e  1880's 
and 1890's;  r e s t o r a t i o n  and conservat ion i n  t h e  1920's and 30 's ;  and r ec rea t ion  
on t h e  l a t e  40 ' s  and 50 's .  Recently, s i n c e  t h e  1960fs ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Forest  Serv ice  has adopted t h e  concept o f  mul t ip l e  use.  This use b a s i c a l l y  
c e n t e r s  on t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  n a t u r a l  a r e a  by an avid t o u r i s t  t r a d e  a s  
well  a s  t h e  maintenance o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  f o r e s t  lands.  

The major i ty  of t h e  lands on Pike ' s  Peak a r e  owned by t h e  Forest  Serv ice .  
However, i n  years  p a s t ,  c e r t a i n  p a r c e l s  o f  t h e  proper ty  have been given t o  
p r i v a t e  en t repreneurs  f o r  development a s  well  a s  t h e  c i t y  of  Colorado Springs,  
which maintains t h e  summit house and t h e  access  road. 

His tory  

P ike ' s  Peak i s  probably t h e  best-known and t h e  most v i s i t e d  mountain i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  I t  i s  q u i t e  an impressive mountain. When Zebulon Pike made 
his h i s t o r i c  expedi t ion  t o  t h e  Upper Arkansas River and i n t o  New Mexico i n  1806 he,  
on November 15, f i r s t  viewed t h e  mountain which was named f o r  him a t  a po in t  nea r  
Las Animas, Colorado. When t h e  p a r t y  reached t h e  s i t e  of modern Pueblo on 
t h e  24th, Pike and seve ra l  o the r s ,  leaving t h e  main p a r t y ,  s e t  out  f o r  t h e  Peak. 
In  at tempting t o  ascend t h e  Peak, Pike and h i s  fol lowers encountered deep snow 
s o  were forced t o  descend and r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  main camp. 

The f i r s t  a c t u a l  known ascent  of  P ike ' s  Peak was made i n  1820 by members of t h e  4 

Stephen H. Long Expedition. This  expedi t ion ,  a f t e r  ascending t h e  Main and South 
P l a t t e ,  reached a po in t  near  p re sen t  Colorado Springs.  A t  t h a t  p l ace  Long 
d i r e c t e d  a p a r t y  under t h e  leadersh ip  of Dr. Edwin James t o  ascend the Peak. On 
J u l y  13,  t h e  small  p a r t y  s e t  out  and on t h e  af ternoon of  t h e  14th,  reached t h e  



Thwaites, Reuben G., Account of an Expedition from Pittsburgh tothe Rocky 
Mountains Performed in the Years 1819, 1820, (Cleveland, 1905), 4 volumes. 

Coues, Elliott, ed., The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, (New York, 1905). 
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Pike's Peak is a natural mountain formation whose historical significance comes 
from its association with Zebulon Pike. The Peak in only one part of a massive 
mountain chain. It in itself is more than 20 miles in diameter. Pike never 
reached the peak of the mountain though this was his original objective. The 
mountain was scaled some 20 years after the first attempt. Pike's Peak is not 
the tallest mountain in Colorado and is only one of over thirty mountains whose 
elevation exceeds 14,000 feet. It is, however, a most impressive mountain when 
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Property Ownership 

Provision was made for the city of Colorado Springs to operate facilities, 
inclusive of the access road and Summit House on the Peak. 

Mayor and City Council 
City Hall 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

The cog railroad is owned by the 

Manitou and Pike's Peak Railway Company 
P.O. Box 2378 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901 
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summit. D r .  James described it a s  fol lows:  

I t  was about 4 o 'c lock  P.M. when t h e  p a r t y  a r r i v e d  on 
t h e  summit. In our way we had attempted t o  c r o s s  a 
l a r g e  f i e l d  of  snow, which occupied a deep r av ine ,  
extending down about h a l f  a mile from t h e  top ,  on t h e  
south-eas tern  s i d e  of t h e  peak. This was, however, 
found impassable, being covered with a t h i n  i c e ,  not  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t rong  t o  bear  t h e  weight o f  a man. We 
had not  been long on t h e  summit when we were r e jo ined  
by t h e  man who had separa ted  from u s ,  near  t h e  out-  
s k i r t s  of  t h e  timber.  He had turned a s i d e  and l a i n  
down t o  r e s t ,  and af terwards pursued h i s  journey by 
a d i f f e r e n t  rou te .  

From t h e  summit of  t h e  peak, t h e  view towards t h e  nor th-  
west and south-west i s  d i v e r s i f i e d  with innumerable mountains, 
a l l  white with snow; and on some of  t h e  more d i s t a n t  it 
appears t o  extend down t o  t h e i r  bases.  Immediately under 
our f e e t ,  on t h e  west,  l a y  t h e  narrow v a l l e y  of  t h e  
Arkansas, which we could t r a c e  running towards t h e  nor th-  
west,  probably more than 60 mi les .  

On t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  peak was an immense mass of  snow 
and i c e ,  The ravine  i n  which it l a y  terminated i n  a woodless 
and apparent ly  f e r t i l e  v a l l e y ,  l y ing  west o f  t h e  f i r s t  g rea t  
r i d g e ,  and extending f a r  towards t h e  no r th .  This  v a l l e y  
must undoubtedly conta in  a cons iderable  branch of  t h e  P l a t t e .  
In a p a r t  of  i t ,  d i s t a n t  probably 30 miles ,  t h e  smoke of  a 
l a r g e  f i r e  was d i s t i n c t l y  seen, supposed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  
encampment of  a p a r t y  of Indians.  

To t h e  e a s t  l a y  t h e  g r e a t  p l a i n ,  r i s i n g  a s  i t  receded, u n t i l  
i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  horizon it appeared t o  mingle with t h e  sky. 
A l i t t l e  want of  t ransparency i n  t h e  atmosphere, added t o  t h e  
g rea t  e l eva t ion  from which we saw t h e  p l a i n ,  prevented our 
d i s t ingu i sh ing  t h e  small i n e q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  sur face .  The 
Arkansas, with seve ra l  of  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  and some of  
t h e  branches of  t h e  P l a t t e ,  could be d i s t i n c t l y  t r aced  a s  
on a map, by t h e  l i n e  of t imber along t h e i r  courses.  
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On t h e  south t h e  mountain i s  continued, having another  
summit, (supposed t o  be t h a t  ascended by Captain P ike , )  
a t  t h e  d i s t ance  of  e i g h t  o r  t e n  mi les .  

During the  18801s,  t h e  Federal Government placed a m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a top  
t h e  Peak, but  found it impossible t o  maintain because a l l  supp l i e s  had t o  be 
packed t o  t h e  top  of  t h e  summit. When t h i s  f a c i l i t y  was closed,  t h e  f ind ing  
of  gold i n  Cripple Creek l ed  t o  t h e  explora t ion  o f  t h e  Peak f o r  o re .  With 
l i t t l e  success ,  opera t ions  soon ceased and t h e  Peak again was re turned  t o  
i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e .  Tremendous damage had been done. 

An i n t e r e s t  had been c rea t ed  around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  i n  t h e  Peak a s  
a n a t u r a l  phenomenon and it had gained a popu la r i ty  a s  a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  
The cons t ruc t ion  of  a c a r r i a g e  road a s  well  a s  t h e  cog r a i l r o a d  brought a 
new use  t o  t h e  Peak. P ike ' s  Peak thus  became t h e  number one mountain 
a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s .  This s i t u a t i o n  has been maintained s i n c e .  P resen t ly  
t h e r e  a r e  annual ly over 800,000 (minimum es t imate)  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  Peak.  
Access i s  made by f o o t ,  t h e  road,  which i s  operated by t h e  c i t y  of  Colorado 
Springs a t  a c o s t  of  $2.50 p e r  person, o r  t h e  cog r a i l r o a d  operated by t h e  
Manitou and P ike ' s  Peak Railway Company. 
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looked a t  from t h e  e a s t  o r  south on t h e  e a s t e r n  p l a i n s  of t h e  s t a t e .  There i s  
no h i s t o r i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  placement of  a  l i n e  on t h e  mountain t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  boundary. The base of  t h e  mountain s t r e t c h e s  from t h e  Cr ipple  
Creek H i s t o r i c  Mining D i s t r i c t  t o  Manitou Springs,  Colorado, a densely 
populated reg ion .  For these  reasons,  compounded by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  summit 
was s i n c e  t h e  very  beginning t h e  ob jec t  of numerous e f f o r t s ,  t h e  14,000 foo t  
e l eva t ion  seems most l o g i c a l  a s  a  means o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  most important 
aspect  o f  t h e  mountain. 

From any po in t  a t  14,000 f e e t  cont inue i n  a  l i n e  around t h e  summit of  P ike ' s  
Peak, fol lowing t h e  14,000 foo t  e l eva t ion  l i n e  t o  t h a t  poin t  of  o r i g i n .  This 
a r e a  i s  ind ica t ed  on an accompanying U.S.G.S. map. 


